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Scandinavians as well. The influence of Ibsen
began to be felt. Typical of the movement was
Machar with his Confession. Vilem Mrstik was
spreading a knowledge of Russian literature, and
I lent him Russian works of criticism which he
reviewed. Russian literature, in particular Tolstoi
and Dostoyevski had begun to make an impression.
It was a sudden flood of new impressions and
standards. The University, too, because it was
national, exercised considerable influence. Realism
stressed the scientific method as an important
element of nationalism. In short the 'nineties were
a forceful and significant period. Somebody ought
to write their history showing how tendencies were
progressing and interacting. It was both self-
criticism and like the throwing open of windows and
doors into the world.
The Athenaeum ceased publication, and instead
of it I founded Our Era. Laichter's new publishing
house was disseminating scientific and philosophical
books. As for politics, after two years' experience
in the Vienna Parliament, I was devoting myself
to the study of the development of our Party and
of Czech politics since 1848. In the course of these
investigations I had a curious experience with the
work of Havlicek; I kept finding that he had
already written almost everything that I wanted
to say politically. In the writings of Palacky I found